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COMPASS
“Compass seeks excellence every minute of every day and strives to educate 

girls and boys who will provide leadership for decades to come.”

ARNIE HOLTBERG 

Advisory Council Chair
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Members of the Compass Community:

What a tremendous, inaugural year! The support from Compass families, the larger DFW community and beyond  
has been outstanding. I could not be more grateful for the volunteerism, dedication, and financial contributions 
received during the 2023-2024 school year. 

As Head of School, I am deeply honored to know each student personally—celebrating their victories, supporting 
them through challenges, and engaging in meaningful conversations that reveal their unique strengths. Every day,  
I am inspired by the depth of student engagement across all subjects. This reflects the dedication and expertise of  
our Compass team, whose educators rise to the challenge of bringing the curriculum to life with hands-on instruction 
and real-world applications. Our focus on key skills such as financial literacy, public speaking, and daily Spanish 
further enriches the learning experience, preparing students for success both inside and outside the classroom.

The Compass curriculum is robust and comprehensive, seamlessly blending academic rigor with creative expression 
and inquiry-based learning. Our stunning campus provides an ideal backdrop for integrating the outdoors into 
the curriculum, enriching students’ experiences with mindfulness practices, Farm-to-Table initiatives, art, physical 
education, gratitude gatherings, and so much more. I invite you to explore some of the highlights from last year, 
featured in this Annual Report. As our school continues to evolve, Compass’ core values—Community, Family, 
Leadership, Purpose, and Resilience—serve as the benchmarks we set for our students, shaping the next generation  
of Compass graduates.

We are launching the True North Capital Campaign with unwavering confidence in the vision that has guided the 
foundation of our school: to cultivate confident, creative leaders for tomorrow. This vision drives our commitment to 
ensuring the sustainability of our school, both financially and in all aspects of its growth. Through this campaign,  
we are building a lasting community.

We strive to create a culture of innovation, helping our students find their purpose and passion to impact the larger 
world after they leave Compass. Your contributions play a major role in achieving this mission and ensuring  
success in the next phase of expansion.

With sincere gratitude,

SHELLY SENDER 
Head of School

“My children come home 

bursting with excitement 

and curiosity! They can’t 

wait to cook and create. 

Our kitchen is like their 

science lab. Compass has 

truly sparked a love for 

learning that fills our home 

with joy and wonder.”

COMPASS PARENT 
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COMMUNITY
Over 300 people attended the Compass Farmer’s Market. Students 
harvested potatoes, made butters, made yogurt, and worked on 
branding their goods. Between the different grades over 17 items 
were made to sell to the community and they raised $691.00. 

FAMILY
North Texas was in the path  
of totality for the Great American Eclipse. 
Students dawned their blackout glasses 
to look directly at the sun, as the city was 
encompassed in darkness. Families were 
invited to share in this once-in-lifetime 
experience in the school’s backyard.

LEADERSHIP
Through a partnership with Dallas Children’s theater, students 
attended five shows throughout the school year, followed by 
classes with members of the company. These experiences offering 
techniques that translate to leadership life skills of public speaking, 
confidence, and courage. 

PURPOSE
The addition of a class pet for every classroom is a grand 
undertaking for the students. They created a budget for food 
and maintenance, proposed a business plan to raise the funds, 
created the goods (yogurt or muffins), sold those goods, and took 
responsibility for the chosen animal. In the first grade class, there 
was an additional research component. They each chose a pioneer 
to study and put together a presentation for the ultimate prize 
of naming rights. Ferdinand Magellan, the bearded dragon, has 
followed them to their second grade class. 

RESILIENCE
At the beginning of the school year, every student brings a pair  
of boots and a raincoat to reside on campus. A little bit of rain  
won’t stop these kids from tending to the gardens or engaging  
in a game of soccer. 

Our Core Values
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Our Impact in the 2023-2024 School Year

varieties of 
vegetables and 

herbs grown and 
harvested

sticks of butter  
produced for the  

2nd graders’  
‘Better Butter  

Company’

people and students  
attended the  

Farmer’s Market  

gratitude gatherings 
led by students 

Pre-K to 2nd grade

27 101 300+ 16 

student-led 
showcases sharing 

their academic 
achievements

hours of  
Spanish instruction  

per student

field trips taken  
to non-profits and  
businesses in the  

local area

Fireside Chat  
attendees from the  
DFW community

4 600 7 425+ 
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Annual Giving 
FUNDS RECEIVED

NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY $32,294.46

CHARITABLE FUNDS RECEIVED $1,740,048.25

ROCK THE STAGE AUCTION AT JSX $1,115,893.87

TOTAL DONATION & FUNDRAISING INCOME $2,871,083.12

As we wrap up 2024, I’m filled with gratitude for the 

work we’ve done and excitement for what’s next.  

This year has been a turning point, and the future looks 

bright. As we strategically move forward with the campus 

expansion, your support is vital. The True North Capital 

Campaign is our opportunity to dream big and make a 

lasting impact together. 

KATIE TOWNEND DOHERTY 
Director of Advancement
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Donors
INDIVIDUALS

Anonymous
Asha & Brian Adams
Andrea & Mateen Aini
Jesus Araiza
Faith & Matthew Baldwin
Teena & William Ball
Rachana & Shiv Ballianda
Bridget & Alexis Barbier-Mueller
Ann & Gabriel Barbier-Mueller
Katelyn & Oliver Barbier-Mueller
Lauren & Adam Barrer
Robert Barrer
Megan & Joseph Barrie-Schwarz
Kathie & James Baugh
Elizabeth Beardslee
Jackie & Jerry Bendorf
Lindsay Bendorf
Natalie & David Benefield
Anastasia Benson
Hassie Harrison Bingham & Ryan Bingham
Cristina & Colin Bird
Tatyana & Jamie Bloom
Natalie & James Bloomingdale
Elayna & John Bowden
Mara Brachtl
Bobby & Terri Brittingham
Lauren & Quint Brown

Len & Boyce Brown
Lindsay & Mitchell Brown
Celia & Regan Browning
Susi & Peter Brundage
Edwin Buffmire
Nancy Burgher
Claire & Brooks Bussard
Erika & Conor Butts
Ginny & Randy Cadwallader
Anne-Marie & Walker Cain
Helen & Leighton Callan
Susan & Ned Cammack
Greg Cannon
Robert & Abby Cannon

Blake Cavender
Brandi & Cam Chalmers
Tracy & Richard Cheatham
Preston & Andrea Cheng
Brad Clark
Kendall & Will Coleman
Betty Collins
Allison & Dewitt Corrigan
Tigger & Leo Corrigan III
Susie B. Corrigan
Natalie & Andrew Cryer
Charlie Cullum
Carla & Clark Damon
Wes Davidson

Thank you to our generous donors who supported our mission and vision during the 2023-2024 year.
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INDIVIDUALS, CONITNUED 

Lew & Pilar Davies
Mallory & Robert Davies
Alan Davis
Tanya & Brandon Davis
Tracy & Darryl Davy
Browning & Corey Day
Nancy Dennis
Tara & Matthew Dickson
Caroline Diehl
Kelly & John Diehl
Sally Fryer & Mark Dietz
Alison & Edward Doherty
Katie & Neal Doherty
Lauren & DJ Donohoe
Mary Anne Dunne
Scott Dupree
Elizabeth Eckeberger
Truett Eckeberger
Ginna & Will Eiland
Catherine & Tres Evans
Toni Evans
Taryn & Austin Federer
Nazy Ferdows
Jessica Field
Jody & Paul Fleming
Matthew Fosheim
Lya de la Cruz & Michael Foster
Jessica Frank
Allison & Josh Franklin
Judy Freeman
Anna & Elisha French
Chelsea & Austin Fry

Haley & CJ Gigliotti
Carrie & Robert Gillespie
Sophie & Mason Gilmore
Julia & Hank Glasgow
Evan Gonzalez
Anna & Thomas Gresham
Jennifer & Daniel Grinnan
Nancy & Jm Groth
Lonnie & Jeff Grover
Nicole & Geoff Ficke
Alicia & Alex Haddock
Mary & Brice Hafner
Les Haines
Katy Jane & Patrick Halpin
Katherine & John Hardaway
Anne Harrison
Bailey Harrison
Cynthia Harrison

Francis Harrison & Manuel Brito
Laurie Sands Harrison
Patricia Harrison
David Harwood
Louisa & Joseph Harwood
Amy & Wade Havins
Ivan Havins
Katherine & Trevor Heaney
Zach Heard
Christopher & Carolina Helms
Margretta & Will Henderson
Brooke & Connor Henwood
Traci & William Hickey
Carter & Taylor Hickok
Hope Hicks
Portia & Alex Hicks
Mrs. Holly & Dr. William Hoffman
Jan & Arnie Holtberg
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INDIVIDUALS, INCLUDED 

Jeff Houston
Vicki & Bob Howard
Libby & Matthew Howard
Jo-el & Brian Howell
Holly & Phillip Huffines
Sloane & Mike Hunter
Dianne & Chris Irwin
Nora & Dale Jacobs
Jameen & John Jacoby
Christina & Sal Jafar
Kaitlin & Zach James
Nathan & Krisi Johnson
Mike Jones
Nicole & George Jordan
Susan & Matthew Kairis
Katie & Ben Kardell
Mary Alice Karol

Meredith Kennedy
Christina & Evan Ketabchi
Linda & Oliver Klinger
Emily & Mark LaGrone
Laura & Michall LaRochelle
Joyce & Larry Lacerte
Monroe Lacerte
Quincy Lacerte
Olivia & Ryan Lafield
Kathryn Lake
Elsinore & Samuel Lam
Calee & James Landen
Diny & Jim Landen
Tori & Michael Lee
Linda & Greg Leftin
Lou & Jeff Lehman
Kathleen Lewis
Margaret & Keet Lewis
Cynthia & Mitch Lewis
Robin & Michael Lewis
Kathy & David Lipnick
Betsy & Dan Little
Caroline Harrison Loehr & Gavin Loehr
Molly & Anthony Loehr
Heather & Andrew Lothes
Lane Lowe
Jessica & Angus MacDonald
Kendall & Austin Mai
Jackie & Scott Marshall
Patricia & John Martillo
Jane & Cornelius Matwijecky
Marla & David Maymon
Gretchen & Kent McAlister

Mattie & Patrick McGee
Caitlyn & Mike McNair
Vodi & Evan Meagher
Cindy & Michael Melder
Jane & Ray Miles
Cheryl & Ken Mindel
Amy & Malone Mitchell
Lynde & Briggs Mitchell
Frances & Noah Mitchell
Sandra Molotsky
Jed Nau
Debbie & Bruce Nelson
Tammy & Jack Novak
Axel Nussbaumer
Marcy ONeill
Nancy & John Oberman
Caroline Olson & Matt Gentry
Kelly & Cameron Ongena
Reagan Pace
Elizabeth & Kevin Phillips
Allison & Nick Pineda
Meredith & Mark Plunkett
Mary & Steve Potts
Felicia & Caleb Powell
Stefy & Michael Prentiss
Mary Lucille & Robert Quick
Anna & Sumit Rai
Carolyn & Joe Reece
Margaret & David Rees-Jones
Jennifer & Stewart Richards
Mike Richards
Nancy Richards
Nancy & Richard Rogers
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Robyn Rogers 
Sarah Rogers
Whitney & Spencer Rowell
Gayle Sands
Julia Sands
Marcy & Steve Sands
Patrick Sands
Ryan Sands
Sandi and Lowell Sands
John Scoggins
Shelly Sender
Josie & Carl Sewell
Ann & Don Short
Lily & Steven Sigrist

Kelcee & Evan Skoug
Anne Smead
Ashley Smith
Peter Smith
Daryl & Dallas Snadon
Sierra Snowden
Shab & Rob Snyder
Justin & Samantha Spragins
Leisa Street
Madison & James Strode
Carlisle Swann
Amy Taitel
Stefany & Chris Toomer
Medley & Worth Turner
Brittany & Baxter Underwood
Natalie & Shei Unger
Elliot & Paige Utkov
Nancy Vanderbilt
Lauren & Robert Vaughn
Robie & Fallon Vaughn
Yasmin & Braden Wages
John Newton Walker
Kiki & Andy Wallace
Ashley Wein
Carol Wertheheimer
Roxane West
Eugene Westlake
Sara & Alex Wilcox
Catherine & Blake Woodall
Suzanne Woodbum
Samantha & Phil Wortley

FOUNDATIONS

Bellevue Foundation
Communities Foundation of Texas, Inc.
J.M. Hagar Jr. Family Foundation
MB and Edna Zale Foundation
Omaha Community Foundation
Pinon Foundation
Reece Family Charitable Fund
Robert M. Rogers Foundation
Stedman West Foundation
Tartaglino Richards Family Foundation
The Eugene McDermott Foundation
The James F. Joseph Charitable Fund
The Moozie Foundation
The Rosewood Foundation

BUSINESSES AND CORPORATIONS 

Atlas Fine Jewelery
Bobby’s Airway Grill
Buena Vista LLC
Dallas Children’s Theater
Dani Adams-Barry Photography
Dondelo
Evan’s Meat Mkt LLC
Forget Me Not
Interabang Books
John Bunker Sands Wetland
JSX
Krause Landscaping
Lighthouse
Live Love Pop
Odelay
Swain and Baldwin Insurance
The Blackbaud Giving Fund



5414 West Northwest Highway, Dallas, Texas 75220

compassschooltx.org

COMPASS

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY • FAMILYFAMILY • LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP • PURPOSEPURPOSE • RESILIENCERESILIENCE

Investing in Compass today is a gift to the future success of the Dallas community and beyond.  

Together, we can empower the next generation of leaders.

FRANCIS HARRISON

President & Co-Founder, The Compass School of Texas

The Compass School of Texas equips students with a strong academic foundation that fosters analytical thinking,  

instills the joy of learning in a wholesome environment, and inspires the pursuit of purpose.  

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING THE MISSION AND VISION.


